
 

  

All called and gifted by God 
Prayer Station 

Introduction 

These are a few suggestions to help towards creating a 

space in your church, for people to pray and reflect on 

our first Synod Theme. 

 

All called and gifted by God 

 

These are only suggestions. There are many other prayers, passages of 

scripture, images and poems etc that you might like to find and use that relate 

to this theme. There may be prayers or reflections from the Synod Prayer 

Book that you can include as well. You might like to choose a few of these 

suggestions, laminated or mounted on coloured card, to start your prayer 

station. 

Your prayer space might be near the font in your church if that is convenient. 

You could use a door to attach your display to if it is not possible to use blu-

tac and sticky tape on the walls. As we will have four displays to make over the 

coming months, one for each theme, your parish might be able to invest in a 

new display board that could be stood in a quiet corner of your church as a 

place of prayer leading up to Synod 2020. 

We suggested that proposal slips and pens be available at the prayer station 

with a box marked with the Synod logo to post them into. Alternatively, you 

could leave sticky notes and people could put their proposal on your display 

for others to see. 

You might like to leave links for a paper-chain at the prayer station. People 

could be invited to write their name on a link and connect it to the chain to 

show that we are all called to play our part in God’s loving plan for the world. 

Every link is as important as the others. This is a way the prayer station might 

be a place where families with children can get involved in our Synod journey. 

You might like to suggest this in your primary school and display their paper 

chain in your church. (See the prayer of St John Henry Newman “I am a link in 

a chain”.) 



 

  

This is what we heard in our Synod 

Listening… 
 

• The gifts of lay people could be better used in our Church 

• Young people need to know that they are valued 

members of our community 

• We value our priests and are worried about what life will 

be like for them in the future 

• The role of women in the Church should be celebrated 

and developed 

• We want to be a more inclusive Church welcoming of 

diversity and the gift of every person 

 

So in this Synod Theme 

ALL CALLED AND GIFTED  

BY GOD 

we will reflect on the way we develop and use the gifts of 

every member of our Church 

  



 

  

 

Just as a human body,  

though it is made up of many parts,  

is a single unit because all these parts,  

though many,  

make one body,  

so it is in Christ.  

1 Corinthians 12:12 

  



 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To respond to our vocation,  

we need to foster and develop  

all that we are.  

This is about finding our true selves  

in the light of God  

and letting our lives flourish and bear fruit. 
Pope Francis Christus Vivit, 257 

 

In God’s plan,  

every man and woman  

is meant to seek self-fulfilment, 

for every human life  

is called to some task by God 
Pope Francis Christus Vivit, 257  



 

  

God has created me  

to do him some definite service;  

he has committed some work to me  

which he has not committed to 

another.  

I have my mission –  

I may never know it in this life,  

but I shall be told it in the next.  

I am a link in a chain,  

a bond of connection between persons.  

He has not created me for nothing.  

I shall do good. I shall do his work.  

I shall be an angel of peace,  

a preacher of truth in my own place while not intending it –  

if I do but keep his Commandments.  

Therefore, I will trust him.  

Whatever, wherever I am, I can never be thrown away.  

If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve him;  

in perplexity, my perplexity may serve him;  

if I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him.  

He does nothing in vain.  

He knows what he is about. He may take away my friends.  

He may throw me among strangers.  

He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink,  

hide my future from me –  

still he knows what he is about.  

St. John Henry Newman 

  



 

  

Questions to help you prepare proposals 

What different models of leadership in parishes could we explore? 

How should we encourage and equip people to use their different 

gifts in mission and ministry? 

How do we enable people of all ages, especially young people, to 

grow, flourish and contribute as part of our communities? 

What needs to change about the way priests are recruited, trained, 

appointed and supported? 

What structures need to be put in place to ensure effective 

collaboration and decision making between ordained and lay people? 

  



 

  

As you leave the church today take a moment 

to bless yourself with Holy Water. 

Whenever we do this it is a sign of our 

baptism, when we were washed clean in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

We remember that through our baptism the 

Holy Spirit has made His home within us. 

God’s power and God’s love is at work in us 

and through us. 

As you leave church today God goes with you, 

to use you in His loving plan for our world. 



 

  

The Call of St Matthew 

 

Jesus saw a man named Matthew at his seat in the custom house,  

and said to him, 'Follow me,' and Matthew rose and followed Him. 
Matthew 9:9 (Painting by Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio c.1600)



 

  

The Call of St Matthew 
This painting about the call of Jesus to St Matthew can remind us of how we are 

all called by Jesus to follow him today. Here are a few things to notice in the 

picture. 

Jesus and St Peter are wearing what we might call biblical dress. The people round 

the table are in the fashionable dress of the day of the artist. If it was painted 

today the people might be dressed in sharp business suits with smart phones and 

spreadsheets in front of them.  

The words of the Gospel can still call us today wherever we are, 

whatever we are doing. 

Two of the people in the picture haven’t even noticed that Jesus has entered the 

room. They are caught up with the money on the table.  

It is easy for us too to get so caught up in the concerns and worries of 

each day that we don’t notice the gentle presence of Jesus alongside us. 

Caravaggio painted this scene in Rome. He would have seen the painting in the 

Sistine Chapel of God creating Adam. X-rays of the painting show that he had a 

few attempts at getting the hand gesture of Our Lord the way he wanted it. The 

position of the hand of Jesus echoes God’s hand reaching out to Adam in the 

Sistine Chapel.  

God’s act of creation is not over. His call to us continues his creative, 

life-giving work in our lives. 

Look at St. Peter standing next to Jesus. He is copying the gesture of Jesus with 

his hand.  

Perhaps St. Peter represents all of us who are part of the Church, 

imitating Jesus, calling others to hear the call of God in their lives, as 

we have heard him in ours. 

Look at the light in the picture. The light of God shines through Jesus, to shine on 

those who are caught up in the busyness of their lives.  

It is through the call of Jesus that we can see where God might be 

asking us to change and to grow. 

In 2015 Pope Francis urged students in Rome to visit this painting if they had time. 

He said this painting shows how our merciful God is always ready to give us a 

second chance, adding,  

“The important thing is to let yourselves be loved by Him.” 



 

  

At this stage of our Synod 

journey we are asked to think 

of ways the Church in the 

Archdiocese of Liverpool can 

respond to the challenges of 

our day in new ways. 

Archbishop Malcolm wants to hear your 

suggestions of practical steps we might 

take as God’s Church to help people to 

live the particular calling that God has 

given them. 

Please take some time to pray about 

this and then write your suggestion 

on one of the slips provided and 

place it in our Synod Box / write it 

on a sticky note and put it on the 

board. 

Thank you for your help as we journey 

together towards Synod 2020. 
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The Harvest Is Great,  

the Labourers Few 

 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for 

them, because they were harassed and helpless, 

like sheep without a shepherd. 

Then he said to his disciples, 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 

therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 

to send out labourers into his harvest.” 

Matthew 9:36-38 

  



 

  

Whose job is it, anyway? 

 

This is a story about four people named  

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. 

There was an important job to be done  

and Everybody was sure that Somebody  

would do it. 

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 

Somebody got angry about that,  

because it was Everybody’s job. 

Everybody thought Anybody could do it. 

Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it. 

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody  

when Nobody did what Anybody could have 

done. 

  



 

  

 

 



 

  



 

  

  



 

  

  



 

  

  

  



 

  

To Ponder 

How do I hear the call of God in my life today? 

How do I feel about being called by God? 

What changes in me because God has called me? 

What does it mean for us to be a church of 

saints and sinners? 

  

Prayer 

Lord, 

I thank you for the wonder of my being,  

and for all the goodness in my life. 

I thank you that you have called and gifted me  

that I might make a difference in the world  

in which you have placed me. 

Open my heart more fully to your Spirit  

that I may rejoice in all that you have done  

and will do in me and through me.  

Amen.  


